END OF THE KING AND OF THE GIRONDE
of royalty itself. I vote for death."
The final vote stood 387 for unconditional death, 334
for conditional death or imprisonment, giving a maj ority
of 5 3 for immediate execution.
On the morning of the 23rd of January, 1793,
Eleonore Duplay asked her betrothed why the porte-
cochere had been shut. "Because", he replied, "something
will pass your father's house to-day that it is better you
should not see."
Yet, in his mind's eye, he himself must have seen it—
the green, closed carriage, in which sat the King and
his confessor, advancing slowly under the sullen sky;
the 1500 foot and horse escorting it; the double row of
National Guards and Federes on either side of the street,
all the way from the Temple to the Place de la Revolu-
tion. He must have heard the ominous growl of drums,
which began when the procession left the Temple, was
picked up by drummers stationed at intervals, and did
not cease until the King had reached the foot of the
scaffold. He must, in his mind's eye, have seen him
climb the steep steps and look for the last time over the
gardens where he had walked as King, over the people
who had been his subjects and were now his execu-
tioners. . . . And there must have risen before Robes-
pierre still another scene: a young king with his young
queen, sitting in state in the reception hall of the college
in the Rue St. Jacques, and he himself, a youth of
seventeen, standing before them and reading his Latin
eulogy	And when meditating upon all this, perhaps
there came to him that premonition of his own fate he
seems to have had so often, though he could hardly
have suspected that his would be the fate he had meant
for Louis: he would be put to death without a trial!
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